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WA-II1-180 Early 19th Century
Stone Farmhouse

Hagerstown Vicinity
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This farmhouse is an excellent example of an
early 19th century rural dwelling with certain archi-
tectural refinements, One of the moat prominent
architectural features of this house is its front door
with Federal reeded trim and delicate fanlight,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farmhouse is located on the south side of Cool Hollow Road, between U.S. Route 40 and
40-A southeast of Hagerstown in Washington County, Maryland., It is situated on an area of
level ground and faces east.

The house is a two story, seven bay building constructed of roughly coursed native limestone.
Raigsed "V" mortar joints remain. Decorative masonry consists of wedge shaped stones suggestirg
keystones centered above the windows., The two northern bays are recessed beneath a double
porch which is included under the main roof span,

Windows and doors are aligned with each other in the walls. They have wide frames s their
Joints secured with wooden pegs and trimmed with ogee molding. Most windows have two over
two pane late 19th century sashes but gome nine over six pane sashes remain, On the north
and west walls windows retain pairs of shutters with louvered top sections and paneled lower
parts. Hinge pins for shutters remain in front elevation window frames,

The main entrance is located in the third bay from the south end or the center of the forward
five bays of the front elevation. The entrance has a semi-circular arched top formed by &
irregular structural arch of stone, brick and wood, Lining the arch are pieces of wood tc
which is applied a thin veneer with a reeded surface. At intervals along the jambs and
around the arch are wooden nailing blocks onto which was secured a wooden entrance piece
which has since been removed. Filling the arch above the door is a semi~circular fanlight
with delicate ray muntins with curved decorative work between the rays. The door has six
raised panels and paneled jambs, Large round cut stone blocks provide steps to the entrance.
Other doors much plainer in appearance are located beneath the double porch in the second bay
from the north end at the first and second story levels. The double porch is supported by
chamfered square posts and is enclosed with a plain balustrade.

The roof is sheathed with standing seam sheet metal and terminates with barge boards set di-
rectly against the end walls. Brick chimneys are located inside the gables and at the inter-
ior of the house at the point where the front wall ig recessed, Beneath the eaves boxing is
a course of cornice molding,

Just north of the house is a board and batten sided out kitchen with gingerbread trim along
its barge and eaves areas.

A small frame bank barn and frame sheds are located east of the house. The buildings appear
to be in good to excellent condition and stand on a small farm containing 56.5 acres.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farmhouse is an excellent example of an early 19th century rural dwelling with certain
architectural refinements. One of the most prominent architectural features of this house is
its front door with Federal reeded trim and delicate fanlight, The original entrance piece
3™ infortunately missing. The general form of the house with a recessed double porch, follows
a .rominent regional vernacular type associated with the 19th century. This property is said
to have been in the Grey family during much of the 19th century,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 56.5 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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